The Way to Be Blessed Part 6
“1 And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and to preach in their cities. 2 Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, 3 And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another? 4 Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see: 5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” (Matthew 11:1-6 KJV)

Life with all its trials and difficulties may discourage you, daunt you and put you down to go forward and serve the Lord. But the Lord did not promise that we will not have trials, Jesus said in John 16:33 “33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” Troubles, trials and persecution we cannot separate from life events, it will come on us and as we accept them in a positive way then God still would bless us through these trials. The Lord wants us to endure and persevere in times of trials so we will be mature and complete. The Lord wants us through trials to stand firm and persevere and not to go back and deny the Lord who died for us, as Peter did. 
We might be opposed, persecuted and threatened not to go forward to serve the Lord but still we need not to give up our life and service unto God. If we do so and persevere then the Lord will stand with us and help us to pass these trials successfully. God promised blessedness to the man who endures temptations: “12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.” (James 1:12 KJV) The trial itself would work to bless you as you endure it.
John the Baptist served the Lord Jesus Christ and he was persecuted by Herod as we read here, “17 For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife: for he had married her. 18 For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife.” (Mark 6:17-18 KJV) John the Baptist had rebuked Herod and told him, ‘It is not lawful to have your brother’s wife.’ John was persecuted because he said the truth and stood firm on the Word of God, and for that reason he was persecuted and was put in prison. Certain times when you follow God wholeheartedly and walk in His ways you will face trials and oppositions and some people might hate you even as we read here, “12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12 KJV) That thing might happen to you, but you should not be discouraged and doubt the Lord and His presence in your life and ministry. The Word of God teaches us that, “22 Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake. 23 Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets.” (Luke 6:22-23 KJV) John the Baptist was hated, separated, his name considered as evil, and was put in prison for the sake of Christ, and he was blessed with such what happened to him. That was not his failure but his success, but he did not take it in a positive way as many of us today, when we are persecuted we take it as failure but Jesus commanded us to rejoice and leap for joy. 
“1 And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and to preach in their cities. 2 Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples,” (Matthew 11:1-2 KJV) When John the Baptist was persecuted and put in prison and then later heard in prison that Jesus whom he baptized teaching and preaching, and hearing about His work, he sent two of his disciples to Jesus. As if he was telling to himself, ‘How about me, the Lord should do something to me’. Many of us today who pass rejection and persecution and we hear and know about the work of Jesus, would say, ‘How about me, why the Lord is not helping me’, but we should be aware that the rejection and persecution that we pass through are blessedness from the Lord. So take the things positively, have the right mind and think wisely.  

John the Baptist was appealing to the Lord to help him as he sent his disciples to ask Jesus, “3 And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?” (Matthew 11:3 KJV) As if John was telling to the Lord, ‘I have served you Lord, I had preached your Word, Lord why I am here in this jail, why my situation like that, Lord I want to come out from the jail, Lord am I right in coming to you and asking you help, or you are not the one and I need to go to other?’  

John was not able to accept why he is serving the Lord but he is still in prison; he could not take it anymore, and why the Lord was not releasing him out of jail and not doing anything for him. Trials and hardship the value of it is the trying for our faith, and God is testing if we truly love Him or not. “2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” (James 1:2-4 KJV) God had a certain scenario for each and every one of us to pass through and we cannot change it or deviate from what God ordained for us to pass through, and so we must accept and endure it and suffer, for there the blessedness of God, the eternal blessedness, in our lives. 

All that may happen and if you read the Bible you will find several of God’s true people, the prophets, and even the apostles of the Lord were treated in that bad way. That does not mean that the Lord had left them, and that does not mean that they will doubt the Lord and His presence in their lives. For the cause of Christ and His Word you might be hated, excluded, insulted and rejected by the world and the people of the world. But the promised blessings and reward for you from the Lord is in Heaven for you as He said, “10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” (Matthew 5:10-12 KJV) Trials, rejection and opposition should not discourage us and make us doubting the Lord and His Word and power. Make a clear decision not to be discouraged anymore because reward is waiting for you and me if we will continue to live our lives to the Lord and serve Him wholeheartedly. Therefore, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” (Galatians 6:9-10) 
Don’t look forward for people’s honor and appreciation, and don’t be upset if some people get upset with you because you are doing what is right and just. If you really want to walk with God then some people should be sad with you because you are not compromising with them. But if all the people and everyone are happy with you then you are not telling the truth to them, and that mean you are doing bad. Jesus said, “26 Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets.” (Luke 6:26 KJV) Don’t fear men because you will not be blessed by the Lord. “25 The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe.” (Proverbs 29:25 KJV) And don’t be upset or sad if some people get upset with you, and don’t try to keep people happy because you may think they will help you and support you. If you think like that then you will never prosper as we read here, “5 Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord. 6 For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.”  (Jeremiah 17:5-6 KJV) Cursed be the man and not blessed that trusted in man. Only the Lord can help you in times of trials. The people that you rely on and you are doing your best to please them they are the one who will put you down. 
It is approved to live a life trusting God fully as we read here, for “7 Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. 8 For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8 KJV) Those who trust in the Lord they will be blessed and prosperous and will be rewarded fully in Heaven. 
John the Baptist had a clear testimony and prepared the way for the Lord and preached about Him and prepared the people to receive Christ, and he was honored by the Lord and the Lord used his life to motivate people to follow God and even today, as Jesus said here about John being a great prophet who prepared the way for the Lord, “7 And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind? 8 But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. 9 But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet. 10 For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. 11 Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 14 And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come. 15 He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” (Matthew 11:7-15 KJV) Jesus spoke here about the simple life that John the Baptist lived, and so we need to live the simple life and the style of life that God had ordained for us to live. In verse 11 Jesus said that there is no greater man raised than John the Baptist from among those who are born of woman, but the least of those who are in the Kingdom of Heaven, which he meant we, are greater than him. So how much then our responsibilities today before God and the kind of service and life that he prepared for us to do for him? In verse 12 Jesus mentioned that the Kingdom of God from the time of John the Baptist is suffering violence. It is a battle with Satan to say No to sin, to say ‘No’ to wickedness, to say ‘No’ to corruption and to say ‘No’ to compromises.     

“4 Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see: 5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.” (Matthew 11:4-5 KJV) The message of Jesus back to John the Baptist, who was His cousin, and who was discouraged, that to tell him what they heard and saw, and explained to him further what miracles had happened to encourage him and to assure him that He is the Christ and no need to look to someone else by mentioning all the miracles that He did and were taking place, the blind received their sight, the lame started to walk, the leprous cleansed, the deaf received their hearing and the dead raised up from death, and the poor received the gospel which is the good news that their sins are forgiven as they repented and have place in Heaven. Jesus confirmed to John the Baptist to what he labored before had continued and the Kingdom of God is moving forward and that was his ministry and what he worked for and achieved.
In the same way we need to be assured that our perseverance in suffering and in setting good example to others will not go in vain, as well as we do not need to look on other than Christ for He is the only person that we need in our lives, for our salvation and our eternal life is only in Him, and that we have a place in Heaven.   

Christ ended his message and reply to John question with this statement: “6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” (Matthew 11:6 KJV) He told him the way to be blessed, is that he should not be offended in Christ, neither to offend or make to offend. The Hebrew word for ‘offended’ is ‘Skandelizo’, which means to stumble, or to put a stumbling block or a hindrance in the way, upon which another may trip and fall. To offend is to entice to sin, to cause a person to begin to distrust and desert one whom he ought to trust and obey. To offend is to cause to fall away. To be offended in one is to see in another what you disapprove of and what hinders you from acknowledging his authority. To offend is to cause one to judge unfavourably or unjustly of another. To offend is to cause one stumbles or whose foot gets entangled, feels annoyed, displeasure at a thing; to make indignant, to be displeased and indignant. 

What Jesus was telling to John the Baptist that in the hardship that he was passing through that he should continue to keep his integrity and exercise his faith and trust in God so that others, especially his disciples will not be discouraged and caused them to stumble. What he was telling him that the situation that he was in, was normal, and a confirmation for him that he was in the right path to enter into the Kingdom of God. Therefore he needed to bear and continue in the narrow way, especially as he opened his heart to the Lord and Jesus clearly answered him and explained to him, comforted him, and warned him so that he will not to offend in Him being not aware. 
In the same way you need to consider the narrow gate and the narrow way that God ordained for you to pass through, that you need to bear and persevere until the end, so that God’s blessing will continue in your life, and even your eternal salvation will be maintained as you continue to follow Christ and serve Him even at the time of struggle and suffering.  

Job said, “13 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.” (Job 13:15 KJV) In the same way in whatever scenario that God would allow us to pass through we need to continue to serve Him.
We need to listen to the message of Jesus to John, that we should not be offended in Him, distrust Him and feel ill about Jesus, so that others, including our children and disciples, will not stumble and discouraged when they see that we are regressing and moving backward, but rather when they see us moving forward and persevering they are encouraged and we become an inspiration to them to follow Christ and to continue to serve Him. 
My Dear and Beloved: “14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. 16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.”  (1 Peter 4:14-16 KJV) You should not suffer because of sin, and if you suffer because of sin that is what is due for you because you are not willing to follow God and in living away from the Lord and being unwilling to do His will. 

But if you suffer for the sake of Christ that is commended and do not be ashamed of it for the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rest on you and you are rewarded and blessed with the eternal blessings of God, because you suffer for Christ and you live your life according to the Lord and His Word and you will be rewarded.
If you cannot take what you are passing through, then come to Christ and He will comfort you. Even, I invite you now to come to Christ. Cleanse your heart from any ill feeling toward Christ and toward what you had placed in. I invite you now to receive Christ and to accept the scenario that He had put you in. Make now your commitment to God that you will do the following:

· Continue to live a Godly life

· That you will persevere in suffering

· That you will not be discouraged in whatever circumstances

· That you will continue to follow God and serve Him 

· That you will continue to set a good example to others to follow

· That you not be offended in Him so others, your children and disciples, will not stumble and that you will be blessed by God

My Prayer: Father God I come before you in the name of Jesus who died on the cross for my sins to give me eternal life. Thank you for the message that made me understands your will and what you want me to do in my life and how to serve you.

Renounce now and repent of your doubts, discouragements, non willingness to suffer for Christ, your non willingness to serve Him, you offend in Him, being bad example and causing others to stumble in their walk with God.  Lord I repent from all the following sins ___________________. 
Lord I am willing to obey you and stand firm on your Word. Lord I am willing to go through the narrow gate and the narrow way that you ordained for me to pass through, and the style and type of life that you wants me to live for you, and to set good example to others to follow Christ. Lord I am willing to continue to serve you and do the work that you delight from me to do for you and to bring the fruit that you desire to see in my life and ministry.  
Lord I pray for my brothers and sisters who committed their lives to you and to serve you and not to be offended in you. Lord bless them, protect them and relief them. Lord provide their needs and continue to comfort them and uphold them with your love and your kindness to them.  . 
Lord bless us as a church and uphold us with your grace that we need in our lives. Lord go before us and fill us with the Holy Spirit and enable us to preach your Word, heal the sick, clean the leprous and raise people from the death. Lord we commit ourselves to live in good example so others, our children and disciples will follow you and be willing to suffer for your sake and serve you. Lord enable us to plant new Bible studies and congregations for the church and to train more workers to serve you. Lord bless us, enlarge our territory, let your hand be with us and free us from harm so we will not feel pain. May the grace of the Lord Jesus, and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all in Jesus name, Amen. 
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Share the message with your friends.

Please share with us your view about the message and if you have any question.

 

If you have a prayer request, please send it to this whatsapp Number: 00971551902647, or to this email: thebread1@gmail.com.

Please send your tithes, your first fruit, and your various  offerings to the church to this account 

BANK NAME:              

First Abu Dhabi Bank (FAB)
ACCOUNT NAME:      

RAMIZ  BAHNAM  ABBO  KHALAF

ACCOUNT NO.:           

1576003753162014

IBAN:                             

AE380351576003753162014
SWIFT CODE:              
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Or contact me to this whatsapp Number: 00971551902647, or to this email: thebread1@gmail.com.
If you need counseling in area of your life, whether about family, children or finances, please be free to contact me to this whatsapp Number: 00971551902647, or to this email: thebread1@gmail.com.

